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Chairmen of the Conference
Niels Christiansen & John Bggild Hansen
Topsoe Fuel Cells A/S & Haldor Topsge A/S
Lyngby Denmark

Niels Christiansen is CIO at Topsoe Fuel Cell A/S,
responsible for innovation on SOFC. Graduating 1978
in material science and chemical engineering from
the Danish Technical University, he had a position as
project manager at the Danish Technological Institu-
te on advanced materials until 1988. Subsequently he
worked on bio-ceramics, and founded 1984 the Danish
Ceramic Society. In 1989 he lead the SOFC develop-
ment at Haldor Topsee A/S, in close cooperation with
Risg National Laboratory. He has supervised R&D pro-
jects on catalyst raw materials, ceramic membranes
and superconductors, acted as coordinator of various
industrial collaboration projects.

With the establishment of Topsoe Fuel Cells A/S in
2004, he became responsible for SOFC R&D and inno-
vation and coordinated the EU projects on next gene-
ration SOFC technology METSOFC and METSAPP.
Niels Christiansen is member of the board of the
Danish Society for Hydrogen and Fuel Cells. He is the
inventor of 14 patents and has published and presen-
ted advances in SOFC development for more than 20
years worldwide

John Bagild Hansen is Senior Scientist & Advisor to
Management in the Company Management of Haldor
Topsee A/S. He graduated with a MSc in Chemical En-
gineering from DTU in 1975 and has been employed
by Haldor Topsee since then. Initially he worked in the
catalyst division but in 1979 joined the R&D Division
where he became department manager in 1985. He
was responsible for fuel processing for fuel cells, am-
monia, methanol, DME, gasoline and reforming cata-
lyst as well as the related process technology develop-
ment. In 2000 he became senior scientist and advisor
to the chairman, Dr. Haldor Topsge mainly on energy
related issues as hydrogen and synthetic fuel produc-
tion, fuel cell and electrolyser system development as
well as biomass utilisation. John Begild Hansen holds
26 patents and has made more than 60 publications.
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